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Alabama DEM 
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Nutrient Pollution 

ÅDegrade habitat for fish and wildlife; 

ÅRender water bodies unsafe for swimming and 

  other forms of water recreation; 

ÅCreate a public health concern for drinking water 

  supplies; 

ÅDecrease property values, and 

ÅNegatively impact local economies. 
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Nutrient Pollution 
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National Scope of Nutrient Pollution 

Å >99,000 river miles threatened or impaired; 

Å >3 million lake acres threatened/impaired; 

Å 78% of assessed coastal waters exhibit signs of 

 eutrophication; 

Å Drinking water violations have increased in recent years 

 because of high levels of nitrate-nitrogen; and 

Å The occurrence and severity of nuisance algal blooms  

 are on the rise nationwide.  

  

EPA Region 8 

Waters Threatened/Impaired by Nutrient Pollution: 
 

>8,000 river miles 

>300,000 lake acres 
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Phosphorus delivered to the Gulf of Mexico 

Gulf of Mexico 

Credit:  National Geographic 



12/26/2013 

6 

Gulf of Mexico 

Credit:  NOAA 

Chesapeake Bay 
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Lake Erie 

Photo credit:  NASA 

Lake Erie 
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Photo credit:  Oregon DEQ 
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